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Restore Human Services 

From the Director 

t 


JOSH SPRING 

Executive Director 


I t’s that time again. And no, I don’t 

mean the holidays. It’s city budget time. 
The Homeless Coalition has extreme 
familiarity with city budget time. It 
typically means lots of meetings planning 
strategy, meetings with council people, getting 
people out to speak at council meetings, press 
conferences, emails, many long hours at city 
hall- late, sometimes real late- hours at City 
Hall. Every year the Homeless Coalition puts a 
lot of focus on Human Services. 

Human Services are dollars that go to what 
you might guess- human services, meaning 
shelter, housing, senior services, youth services, 
violence prevention, job programs, etc. In the 
1980s, it was set that 1.5% of the city’s General 
Fund was to go to Human Services and then 
through a process distributed to qualifying 
organizations. Nearly a decade ago, city council 
started cutting Human Services, and has done 
so nearly every year since. Every year we 
struggle and there is less of a cut. Last year 
there was no cut at all. 

This year the City Manager has proposed a 
29% cut, that would eliminate a category within 
the funding called “Self-Sufficiency.” There 
are signs that some city council members are 
supportive of keeping Human Services funding 
at the same level it was at in 2012, without a 
cut. Despite this, we must continue to push 
for no cut, because, as we at the Coalition well 
know, much with the budget can change at the 
ninth hour- or as previous years have shown- 
at midnight just before Christmas- whenever 
everyone wants to leave City Hall. 

Beyond no cuts, we need to push for 
something else. Some council members are 
saying they support Human Services. Let’s 
continue to give them encouragement to do 


so. A clear way to show support for Human 
Services would be to increase the allocation to 
more than it was in 2012. We must make this 
need known. We have spent the majority of a 
decade with regular cuts. Let’s start going the 
other way. 


-Josh Spring, LSUJ, Executive Director 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS 
YOU CAN GET INVOLVED: 

• COME TO THE WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 5TH COUNCIL 
MEETING AT CITY HALL- 
ARRIVE BY 1:15PM. 

• COME TO THE THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 6TH SPECIAL 
BUDGET MEETING AT CITY 
HALL- ARRIVE BY 5:30PM. 

• COME TO THE MONDAY 
DECEMBER 10TH SPECIAL 
BUDGET MEETING AT THE 
CORRYVILLE REC. CENTER- 
ARRIVE BY 5:30PM (2823 
EDEN AVENUE) 

• EMAIL/CALL CITY COUNCIL 
MEMBERS AND THE 
MAYOR. 


Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls 

513 - 352-3604 

roxanne.qualls@cincinnati-oh.gov 

President Pro Tem Cecil Thomas 

513 - 352-3499 

cecil.thomas@clnclnnati-oh.gov 

Council Member Laure Quinlivan 

513 - 352-5303 

laure.quinlivan@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Council Member Chris Seelbach 

513 - 352-5210 

chris.seelbach@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Council Member Yvette Simpson 

513 - 352-5260 

yvette.simpson@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Council Member PC. Sittenfeld 

513 - 352-5270 

pg.sittenfeld@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Council Member Christopher 

Smitherman 

513 - 352-3464 

christopher.smitherman@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Council Member Charlie UJinbum 

513 - 352-5354 

charlie.111inburn@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Council Member UJendell Young 

513 - 352-3466 

uuendell.young@cincinnati-oh.gov 


Streetvibes is an activist newspaper, advocating 
justice and building community. Streetvibes 
reports on economic issues, civil rights, the 
environment, the peace movement, spirituality 
and the struggle against homelessness and 
poverty. Distributed by people who are or once 
were homeless, in exchange for a $1.50 donation, 
Streetvibes is published twice a month by the 
Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless 
(GCCH), a 501(0)3 non-profit organization that 
works to eradicate homelessness in Cincinnati. 

ADDRESS: 

117 East 12th Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

PHONE: 

513.421.7803 x 12 

FAX: 

513.421.7813 

WEBSITE: 

www.cincihomeless.org 

BLOG: 

streetvibes. wordpress. com 

EMAIL: 

streetvibes @ cincihomeless. org 
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Places to go, people to see 


DYLAN SPEEG 

Contributing tUriter 


I 


' took my 
family to the 
Balluminaria 
. in Eden Park 
on November 17th and we all had a fantastic 
time. Thousands gathered around Mirror Lake 
and enjoyed great food, jugglers, clowns and 
all sorts of entertainment while awaiting the 
spectacle that was about to unfold. Just before 
dusk, a bunch of hot air balloons were inflated 
around the lake much to the crowds delight. 
My 20 month old daughter was blown away. 
The balloons were so colorful and beautiful. 
Their beauty was doubled by the reflection in 
the water. It was a real treat for photographers. 
It’s a very cool event for the entire family. You 
should check it out next year if you get the 
chance. It’s free so what do you have to lose? 

Do you want to know one of my favorite 
things in the world to see? Santa. Throw in 
scuba diving and I am in paradise. Check 
out Scuba Santa at Newport Aquarium at 
Newport on the Levee. See beautiful seasonal 
decorations throughout the Aquarium, Scuba 
Santa’s Post Office and Reindeer Roundup 
game. Scuba-diving Santa Claus performs 
in dive shows with sharks every day. It is 
happening right now up until December 22nd 
and admission is $23, $15 ages 2-12, free 
under age 2. For more info visit ivivw. 
newportonthelevee.com 

The Ultimate Holiday Craft Expo, 
December 16th from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., will be 
stuffed with aisles of unique holiday gift ideas. 
For one day only, local artisans, vendors 
and boutiques will display all the very best 
in products and services for the holidays, 
including the best selection in beauty products, 
one-of-a-kind jewelry, clothing, health, 
nutrition, fitness, home decor, children’s stuff 
and so much more! Bring your mom, kids 
and boyfriends out for a day of pampering, 


shopping, and holiday 
fun while the featured 
local businesses show off 
their holiday treats and 
specialties. You can get 
a free facial, purchase 
beautiful “just for me” 
items, or find a gift for 
that special someone. 

Whatever it is that you 
like, they have just the 
right thing! There will be 
something for everyone 
at this event. You won’t 
leave empty handed. 

Great raffles, giveaways 
and samples too! It all 
goes down at Receptions 
Banquet and Conference 
Center Erlanger on 
1379 Donaldson Road 
in Ft Mitchell, KY. 

To order your free 
tickets, simply 
go to ultimate 

holidaycraftexpo.eventbrite.com 
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Dylan Speeg with his daughter Clara. Photo: Monisha Ringler 


When young girls dream they discover 
the most fantastic places like The Nutcracker, 
which is a holiday favorite. The Cincinnati 
Ballet makes it all come to life. It’s a ballet 
set to the music of Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky, 
performed by the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Carmon DeLeone. 
This visually decadent production has 
surprises around every corner. Clara takes us 
on a journey through battling kitchen mice and 
a storm of snowflakes to arrive at a Land of 
Sweets that will surely defy even the highest of 
expectations. Revel in the joy and wonder that 
comes only once a year with a new tradition 
that is extravagant, comical and overflowing 
with holiday spirit. 

Artistic Director/CEO Victoria Morgan has 


boldly re-envisioned this classic for Cincinnati. 
After the outstanding success of its world 
premiere in 2011, this holiday season she may 
prove to have a few new tricks up her sleeve. It 
happens December 14th -23rd at the Aronoff 
Center for The Arts. You can visit www. 
cballet.org for more information. 

You simply must check out the ice skating 
on fountain square, bundle up and walk 
across the Purple People Bridge, see a local 
band of musicians and create some holiday 
traditions of your own this December. Visit 
myfountainsquare. com/features-of- 
the-square/us-bank-ice-rink/for more 
info. 

See you around town, 

Dylan Speeg 


Attorney for the people 






JIM LUKEN 

Contributing UJriter 
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’'eve all 
heard lots 
of law¬ 
yer jokes; 
“Lawyers believe a 
man is innocent until 
he is proven broke” or “The shyster lawyer 
has become a stereotype.” 

But there is a flip side to this general¬ 
ization, explains Cincinnati attorney, Rob 
Linneman. “I’m licensed in both Ohio and 
Kentucky and both have very high profile 

programs 


encouraging 
all members 
of the profes¬ 
sion to give 
back in terms 
of service.” 
Then he 
adds, “There 
are always 
endless op¬ 
portunities 
for public 
service law¬ 
yering.” 

Linneman himself seems to need very little 
of this encouragement. Along with Jennifer 
Kinsley, Brennan Grayson and Geoff Miller, 
he was an attorney for us, Occupy Cincinnati 
(OC) activists, in the fall of last year. Linneman 
along with Kinsley as lead attorneys gave 
hundreds (maybe more) hours to the myriad 
of legal entanglements that emerged as the Oc¬ 
cupy movement took center stage in our town. 


"I BELIEVE THAT 
PART OF MY JOB 
AS A LAWYER IS TO 
ENSURE THAT OUR 
JUSTICE SYSTEM IS 
ACCOUNTABLE TO OUR 
CITIZENS." 

- Rob Linneman 


“Looking back,” Rob reflects with a 
smile, “this seems like a pretty casual 
pace that I’m living in, compared to 
last winter and fall.” 

More recently, Linneman donated 
his services to Josh Spring of Greater 
Cincinnati Homeless Coalition. In 
June, Spring found himself attempt¬ 
ing to calm a tense situation involving 
police officers. He was arrested and 
charged with obstructing official busi¬ 
ness, a criminal offense, which was 
anything but minor. 

After all the legal battles related to 
Occupy Cincinnati, Spring was very fa¬ 
miliar with Linneman’s work ethic and 
his generosity. He asked Linneman to 
take the case. Rob obliged. 

“From the very beginning,” 

Linneman states, “he [Spring] and 
these witnesses I interviewed were 
clear that it was the police officer who 
had made a bad decision in a tense 
situation.” The two police officers who 
were involved obviously didn’t agree. 

“We were offered a plea deal, offered 
a less severe [but still substantial] 
charge.” But Spring would not fold. 

“His conscience wouldn’t let him 

plead guilty. So he stood up before a jury of his 

peers. He was convincing. He was resolute.” 

As the September trial closed out, 
Linneman gave a forty minute summation, in 
which, he says, he pointed out that speaking to 
a police officer is not a crime, that a citizen has 
a first amendment right to petition an officer 
if he has a grievance. The trial lasted two days. 
On the morning of the third day, after two 



Rob Linneman and Jennifer Kinsley representing Occupy Cincinnati. 
October 2011. Photo: David Sorcher. 

and a half hours of deliberation, the jury an¬ 
nounced its unanimous verdict. Not Guilty. 

Both defendant and lawyer reflected on the 
trial. 

Spring: “Rob defended my basic civil rights 
with passion, and I think also, wisdom. What 
I noticed—outside of his passion—was that he 
was extremely thorough. He hit every mark, 
made sure he covered every thread.” 

{Continued on page 4} 
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Attorney for the People 



Rob Linneman addresses the court regarding Occupy on December 8, 201 I. 
Photo: David Sorcher. 


{Continued from page 3} 

Linneman: I feel like it was a 
great case; a good case to take. I 
thought he was very courageous in 
standing by his principles.” 

Linneman recalls that, not 
long after the trial, he ran into one 
of the officers. “He was very polite. 
He congratulated me.” 

Rob Linneman is a Cincinnati 
native from Western Hills. He 
went to St. X High, where he was 
involved in a number of communi¬ 
ty-oriented projects. With class¬ 
mates, he went to Peru and Appa¬ 
lachia, and was involved with the 
mentoring program Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters. “Those Jesuits, they’ve 
got a way with consciousness-rais¬ 
ing...I’ll say that,” he says. 

Linneman pursued his 
bachelors at Miami University, 
earning a BA in International 
Studies. During his college career 
he was a canvasser and worked 
for Greenpeace, work that he 
continued for several years after 
college. Following this, he became 
a carpenter and tile setter with 
(among others) a company in 
New Mexico that focused on 
sustainable—green—housing. 

At age 28, Linneman began his 
studies in law. “Even at that age, I 
was a non-traditional student.” He 


completed his degree 
program when he was 
31. For the past twelve 
years he has been 
with a Cincinnati law 
firm, Santen & Hughes 
(S&H). His primary 
practice is in civil 
litigation, which he 
describes as “asserting 
the rights of clients, or 
defending the rights of 
clients, that are civil, 
not criminal.” 

But his longest list 
of clients has come 
from defending arrests 
in criminal cases 
that occurred on the 
streets of Cincinnati, 
most of them at Piatt 
(Garfield) Park, just 
two blocks west, and 
easily visible from 
his 27th floor office 
at S&H. There were 
approximately too Occupiers who 
spent at least one night in jail. 
Linneman is no longer certain of 
the exact number. But, he can list 
those things which “occupied” 
his free time (and business time) 
during those hectic months. 

Here is his summary: 

• Helping organizers plan and 
secure permits for the first rally 


and march held on October 8, 
2011. 

• Working on early scheduling 
and logistical planning. 

• Consulting with activists 
who were considering civil 
disobedience. 

• Representing demonstrators 
after they received citations, 
but prior to actual arrests. 

• Filing a civil lawsuit seeking 


an injunction against further 
police actions against the 
demonstrators. 

• Filing a lawsuit seeking, 
and later winning, to 
establish a place where open 
demonstrations could be held 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. That settlement received 
national attention. 

{Continued on page 5} 


Cincinnati Living Green 


Compost Cincy 

t MIMI ROOK 

Contributing UJriter 


R ecently, sustainability has 
become a popular word. 
Living sustainably is living 
within and supporting the 
circular natural systems of our 
planetary ecosystems. Sustainable 
businesses reject the reckless 
abuse and destruction of our 
natural resources. They practice 
careful, conservative use of the 
earth’s resources and they take 
additional steps to enrich, restore 
and return to nature what was 
taken for use in their business 
operations. 

Begun this year, Compost Cincy 
is one of Cincinnati’s first cutting- 
edge models of a sustainable 
business, receiving large volumes 
of food, yard and manufactured 
organic waste originating from 
various local businesses and 
city sources. Within less than 3 
months, that waste transforms 
into clean, nutrient-rich compost, 
coveted by landscaping firms and 
local gardeners. 

Grant Gibson, the managing 
owner of Compost Cincy savs, I 
always wanted to do something 
renewable. I like being outside and 
I truly wanted to do something 
environmental...we live in such a 
throwaway society.” 

On the Compost Cincy website, 
a quote from the US EPA states, 
“The amount of food wasted in the 
US is staggering. The US generates 
more than 34 million tons of 
food waste each year. Paper is 
the only material category where 
we generate more waste, hut we 
also recycle more. Food waste 


is almost 14 percent of the total 
municipal solid waste stream. 

Less than three percent of the 
34 million tons of food waste 
generated in 2010 was recovered 
and recycled. The rest —33 million 
tons— was thrown away. Food 
waste now represents the single 
largest component of municipal 
solid waste reaching landfills and 
incinerators. 

Gibson says his idea for 
Compost Cincy originated 
in September, 2011. He was 
ready for something new. 

During a networking event he 
attended he met an executive 
from the Castellini produce 
group, the largest and most 
successful produce wholesaler 
and distributor in the Greater 
Cincinnati area. Gibson called 
this initial encounter his “idea 
on a cocktail napkin”. He pitched 
the idea and was encouraged to 
come back and approach Castellini 
group with a solid business 
proposal. Months of serious 
homework to refine the idea 
followed. 

Castellini has over 2,500 
fruit, vegetable and floral items 
in their inventory, much of it 
housed at a massive warehouse 
in Wilder, Kentucky. Such a 
sizable, perishable inventory also 
means the company generates a 
formidable waste stream. Gibson 
credits Bob Ostop at Castellini for 
helping him to completely and 
thoroughly analyze and build the 
business proposal that convinced 
the wholesaler to contract with his 
little startup business, something 
highly irregular in the business 
world. 

To divert such a sizable waste 
stream to a composting facility 
meant it had to he a big one, easily 


accessible by the trucks delivering 
Castellini’s tons of food waste. 

The site had to be big enough 
to lay out the 300 to 450 foot 
windrows of composting material 
and to allow enough space 
between them for the enormous 
equipment needed to lay down 
and turn the windrows. Gibson 
found his solution in January 
of 2012 when he looked at site 
on Este Avenue at the bottom of 
Center Hill. It was a perfect fit - 65 
acres of contiguous land, a former 
municipal waste landfill opened 
in the 1950’s and closed down in 
1971, during the dawning years of 
the EPA. He approached the city’s 
Office of Economic Development, 
presenting a March 2012 proposal 
to lease the site from the city for 
his business. 

Cincy Compost was a tough 
sell for Sam Stephens, the Senior 
Development Officer who would 
okay the decision. His office is 
responsible for jobs creation. His 
objection was that the compost 
site required only a minimal staff 
to run the machinery at the site 
and to orchestrate the trucks 
entering, depositing or picking up 
product and exiting the site. But 
there were multiple compensating 
factors that convinced him to 
do so, including the written 
endorsement of the project by 
Larry Falkin, director of the city’s 
Office of Environmental Quality 
(OEQ). 

Falkin had heavily questioned 
Gibson about his business 
plan and the sustainability and 
environmental objectives of the 
business. He came away convinced 
Compost Cincy was a perfect 
solution to divert large waste 
streams away from local landfills. 
While the compost business might 
not have met the criteria of jobs 
creation in the Department of 
Economic Development, Gibson 
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hit a home run for the objectives 
within both OEQ and also the 
Hamilton County Solid Waste 
District. 

As Stephens put it, “It may 
not get jobs into the city, but it 
meets other criteria... It’s a nice 
start, it serves a great purpose... 
it helps put other company’s 
waste streams to good use and 
diverts them out of landfills. Based 
on Falkin’s recommendation, 
and because, as Stephens said, 
“Nobody else was beating down 
the door to use the site,” the 
Este Avenue site was granted to 
Compost Cincy. 

Gibson also had to complete 
detailed paperwork for the 
environmental permits required 
to operate the business. Rule 13 
was the first, a shorthand name 
for a permit issued to those 
operating on former landfills. Rule 
13 requires a detailed proposal 
explaining how the business will 
construct, excavate and operate 
on the site without disturbing 
the waste mass beneath the site. 

It was granted. The next permit 
required Gibson’s plan to handle 
storm water diversion so as not to 
contaminate local watersheds bv 
erosion and surface water runoff 
from the site. The third was the 
state EPA permit to operate a 
Class II composting site, granted 
in June of 2012. Finally, in July 
he got the final permit, issued 
by the Board of Health, his only 
formal presentation during the 
whole process. As Gibson said, 
“from February to August of 2012, 
everything was due diligence... 
you have to have a lot of patience 
going into this, everybody has 
protocols, (you get) put through a 
test.” 

With permitting completed, 
Gibson opened the gates of 
Compost Cincy in August 2012 
and the parade of deliveries 
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Then came the arrests. “We 
had a lot of people to talk to, 
consult, advise. We had to 
research and draft and argue 
motions before twelve different 
judges, and then trying the cases 
of course, and negotiating the 
settlements. We had numerous 
arguments and court cases, but 
we ultimately had one evidentiary 
hearing before judge Mallory that 
lasted two days.” 

And the result? “Dismissal of 
all the charges.” 

Linneman says his company 


and colleagues at S & H were very 
supportive of his work on behalf 
of Occupy. At a Christmas party in 
December they acknowledged and 
honored his accomplishment. 

And Linneman’s own take on 
the whole Occupy endeavor? 

“It was fun. It was a blast. In 
hindsight, there is no way I would 
have missed it. Because I saw a lot 
of relationships come together, 
a lot of synergies formed among 
different parts of the community 
that hadn’t worked together 
before. It opened my eyes to a lot 
of things that were going on in the 



Occupy discussion outside the courtroom. Photo: David Sorcher. 


city by people who were involved 
in the movement.” 

And his conclusions? “I’m 
glad for the things that Occupy 
Cincinnati did. I was happy to 
see that the movement [OWS] 
manifested itself in Cincinnati in 
a really outspoken way. I believe 
that Occupy Cincinnati has played 
an important part in this city’s 
history.” 

Currently, Rob is seeking the 
reform of certain Cincinnati 
Police policies through a civil suit 
on behalf of a citizen journalist, 
Lloyd Jordan. Jordan was 
arrested while documenting one 
of the major Occupy Cincinnati 
demonstrations at Piatt Park last 
November. He was charged with 
taking photographs of undercover 
policemen who were doing 
surveillance and infiltration of 
OC. Like Josh Spring, Jordan was 
charged with obstructing official 
business, plus disorderly conduct. 
His camera was confiscated and 
held by the police for a number 
of months. “He was literally 
prevented, physically, from 
carrying out the mission that he 
wanted to carry out.” 

Thanks to the work of attorney 
Danielle Anderson, a good friend 
of Linneman, all criminal charges 
against Jordan have already been 
dropped. But Rob’s civil suit is 
one of a wave of similar cases 


nationwide in which citizens are 
attempting to establish the right 
to bear witness to police conduct 
through photography and video. 

Linneman refers to the police 
response to Jordan’s work and 
others as what is known in First 
Amendment law as “the Chilling 
Effect.” He spells out the concept. 

“When a citizen is threatened 
with arrest for simply 
documenting the activities and 
workings of our government, 
that’s bad for democracy. It 
prevents us citizens from doing 
a good job as citizens. That is the 
heart of the first amendment.” 

Lawyer jokes, like the shyster 
lawyers they lampoon, are not 
going to go away but the next time 
you hear one, you might mention 
to those laughing that there are 
some really special lawyers doing 
really special work...for all of us... 
and doing it for free. 

Example: Rob Linneman. His 
approach in a nutshell: “I believe 
that part of my job as a lawyer is 
to ensure that our justice system 
is accountable to our citizens.” 


ROB LINNEMAN IS AN 
ATTORNEY AT SANTEN & 
HUGHES IN CINCINNATI. YOU 
CAN CONTACT HIM THROUGH 
WWW.SANTEN-HUGHES.COM 


began. Every week Castellini 
trucks in an estimated 200 to 250 
tons of food waste. Smucker’s is 
another 150 tons of weekly waste. 
Givaudan, an international flavor 
manufacturing firm, is another 
customer with a factory delivering 
waste from nearby Elmwood 
Place, as do St. Bernard Soap and 
Emery Industries in St. Bernard. 
John Morrell, the meat packer 
located in Tri-County disposes 
of spent sausage casings and a 
sludge material with the acronym 
DAS, which is pressed meat 
scraps. 

Gibson humorously described 
DAS as looking like concrete, but 
having a consistency between 
jello and whipped cream. He 
receives about 40 tons of Morrell 
waste a week and observed 
that the sludge is a wonderful 
composting aid. 

Local municipalities are also 
using Compost Cincy, which 
accepts the yard waste from their 
public works departments, saving 
them significant fees formerly 
spent on hauling and disposal. 
Currently Wyoming, St. Bernard 
and Elmwood Place use Compost 
Cincy to dispose of their yard 
waste collections. 

Compost Cincy has also 
completed another milestone, 
the first EPA tests on its 
finished compost. EPA testing is 
mandatory for every 10,000 yards 
of compost. To get an idea of how 
much compost that is, imagine a 
thousand semis filled with loads 
of dirt. The test results, costing 
Compost Cincy $1,000, came 
back clean - no heavy metals, 
no toxic bacteria and a good 
soil chemistry balance between 
carbon, nitrogen, potassium and 
sodium. The test is expensive, but 


gains the business compost sold 
with the golden stamp of EPA 
approval. 

Gibson is working to solve 
another challenge — spent food 
waste from large institutions 
such as restaurants, hospitals 
and universities. Such operations 
most often use disposable but 
non-compostable plastic ware. 
Compostable food waste ends 
up mixed with non-compostable 
plastic ware into trash receptacles 
lined with non-compostable 
plastic garbage bags. It is too 
complicated right now for 
the service of Compost Cincy. 
Gibson hopes institutional food 
service will eventually move to 
compostable service ware and 
to food waste tossed straight 
into unlined garbage bins and 
then easily incorporated into his 
composting system. 

Sustainability creates 
abundance - abundance 
of resources, abundance of 
employment and shared 
opportunity. It is far preferable to 
the corporatocracy which profits 
only a few through scarcities. 

This model creates profitability 
not at the expense of others, but 
rather as a shared benefit to all 
within its framework. Compost 
Cincy is a great example of 
sustainability and vision. It is not 
only sustainable, but it is also 
the very first urban composting 
site in the nation located within a 
major city’s boundaries. He said, 
“I like being out in the forefront 
where there is no competition, at 
the leading edge.” 


A Humorous take on the 
2012 Election 

t 


JUSTIN JEFFRE 

Streetvibes Editor 


MIMI ROOK IS A REGULAR 
CONTRIBUTOR ON 
COMMUNITY GARDENING. 


A re you so relieved that 
the election is over that 
you can now enjoy a few 
laughs when reminded of 
some of the political absurdities 
that occurred during the past 
year? If your answer is yes to 
this question, you will want to 
read “The Un-Divine Comedy 
of Campaign 2012: Political 
Commentary in Rhyme.” 

Since last winter, Bill Woods 
has written for Streetvibes a 
series of political spoofs in the 
form of short poems that provide 
a running commentary of each 
phase of the 2012 campaigns. 
From “A Plethora of Preference 
Polls” to “Binders Full of Women,” 
the author offers rhymes that 
skewer the current world of 
politics. Now they are available in 
book form published by Blurb, an 
on-line publishing outfit. 

Besides satirizing the 
candidates and events leading 
up to November 6th, Woods also 
pokes fun at some of the icons of 
the right such as Rush Limbaugh 
and Fox News, and his piece 
entitled “The Polarized Pooh” 
offers a humorous depiction 
of how the right wing media 
brainwashes its clientele. Apropos 
of these pieces initially appearing 
in Streetvibes, a number of them 
deal with the failure of the politics 


of 2012 to confront the issues of 
poverty and a badly tattered safety 
net. His poem, “A New Kind of 
Safety Net,” is particularly telling 
on that subject. Although serious 
themes can be found in quite a 
few of his spoofs, many of them 
are written purely for laughs. “The 
Not So Secret Service,” a poem 
that deals with the escapades of 
Secret Service Agents in Columbia, 
falls into that category. 

By day, Woods is President of 
Applied Information Resources, 
a nonprofit community research 
and public policy corporation 
here in Cincinnati. The author 
of numerous reports on 
homelessness, urban issues, 
and government, he has also 
published humor pieces over the 
years. “I don’t consider myself to 
be a poet,” said Woods, “but I do 
enjoy playing with words to create 
humorous rhymes. The politics 
of 2012 provided an irresistible 
target for such writing.” 


AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
ON-LINE THROUGH BLURB 
(COMMUNITY@BLURB.COM), 
"THE UN-DIVINE COMEDY 
OF CAMPAIGN 2012" WILL 
ALSO BE AVAILABLE AT THE 
COALITION'S AWARD DINNER 
ON TUESDAY DECEMBER 11TH. 
PROCEEDS FROM COPIES SOLD 
AT THE DINNER WILL GO TO 
THE COALITION. 
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21c Hotel Ribbon Cutting: 

A Celebration Of Discrimination 


t JOSH SPRING 

Executive Director 

O n November 26th 

the ribbon was cut to 
open a 21c Boutique 
Hotel. 3CDC displaced 
208 people from their homes 
in order for 21c to open this 
Boutique Hotel. The primary 
cause of homelessness is a lack 
of affordable housing. 3CDC 
destroyed about 223 affordable 
apartments in the Central 
Business District. The Metropole 
Tenant Association fought 3CDC 
for two and a half years, eventually 
filling a federal lawsuit. Tenants 
secured the first settlement in 
favor of displaced Tenants ever in 
Cincinnati history. 

It is important that the public 
knows that those celebrating the 
opening of the 21c Boutique Hotel 
are also celebrating the forced 
removal of 208 people from their 


homes- young people, old people, 
black people, white people, men, 
women, veterans, people with 
disabilities, conservatives, liberals, 
etc. All of these people were 
displaced. The recent celebrations 
celebrates discrimination- the 
belief that only certain 
people with lots of money 
should live in the Central 
Business District and 
that if we forcibly remove 
everyone with low- 
incomes, the downtown 
will thrive. This is not 
only a wrong belief, it is 
immoral and hateful. 

We should not praise 
discrimination, bullying 
or disrespect. We should 
not praise public and 
private dollars going 
into the forced removal 
of people. We should 
not praise the economic 
cleansing of our Central 


Business District. 
Can you imagine 
a company buying 
your homes and over 
200 homes around 
you and then telling you and all 
of your neighbors you must leave, 
because they want to bring people 
with more money in? 

We must remember that this 
is the same fight the women of 


the Anna Louise Inn are involved 
in. Western and Southern would 
like to own the Anna Louise Inn in 
order to remove all of the women 
and open new condos or a luxury 
hotel. Western and Southern - 
like 3CDC did with Metropole - is 
working to displace people with 
low-incomes from the Central 
Business District. 



Tenants of the Metropole at a meeting in 2010 Photo: Streetvibes. 


John Cranley’s take 
on the city budget 
and transparency 


JOHN CRANLEY 

Contributing tUriter 

L ast week I announced my 
candidacy for mayor and 
focused my announce¬ 
ment on my plans for 
job growth, better schools, and 
enhanced safety. But I also will 
restore our city’s good govern¬ 
ment tradition, which is now in 
crisis. 

Recently, without a public 
hearing or a vote of our elected 
officials, the City decided in effect 
to sell through a long-term lease 
the City’s downtown parking 
garages and meters. The stated 
purpose is to generate a large 
cash payment in order to solve 
the City’s ongoing operational 
deficit for just one year—next 
year, which happens to be an 
election year. However, in order 
to receive the money they need 
to paper over their structural 
deficit again, they will have to 
give a private company the power 
to raise parking rates and issue 
tickets for 30 years, effectively 
mortgaging our future for a short 
term fix. Much worse, rising park¬ 
ing rates controlled by an out-of- 
town company will deter jobs and 
retail from locating and staying 
downtown just when downtown is 
gaining momentum. 

Chicago has already experi¬ 
mented with this scheme and the 
results have been disastrous. 

Sadly, this is just the latest 
chapter in an increasing pattern 


of violating the City Charter. 

Last year, without a vote of 
our elected officials, the City 
settled with Convergys for not 
meeting its stated job targets in 
exchange for massive tax dol¬ 
lar assistance for LESS than the 
Convergys incentive contract 
required, then used that one time 
settlement payment to balance 
the 2012 City budget. 

The Smale Commission, 
placed into the Charter by the 
voters, recommends that 122 
lane miles be paved per year, but 
last year the City paved only 62 
miles. 

Two years ago, to paper over 
the operating deficit, City Council 
took $2 million from the transit 
tax, which the voters put into the 
Charter by referendum as a dedi¬ 
cated source of funding for the 
bus system, which people depend 
on to get to and from work. 

Four years ago the City agreed 
to drop its opposition to the 
regional increase to our electric 
and gas rates—rate increases that 
cost the region over $500 million 
per year—for $4 million for the 
streetcar project. Now, the City 
claims that the additional $15 
million it approved for the street¬ 
car will be paid by Duke Energy’s 
corporate profits and that the 
proposed “rider” to our utility 
bills for the streetcar will not oc¬ 
cur. However, the City isn’t even 
formally opposing the “rider” that 
is in front of the Public Utili¬ 
ties Commission of Ohio, to be 


decided in January. To top it off, 
the city continues to state that the 
streetcar will not jeopardize the 
operating budget of the City, but 
the $3 million needed annually 
to operate the streetcar comes di¬ 
rectly from the operating budget 
of the city and makes the City’s 
structural deficit worse. 

Increasingly, under the 
leadership of Finance Commit¬ 
tee Chair Roxanne Qualls, who is 
the leader on every one of these 
issues, we are not told what the 
City is doing with our tax dol¬ 
lars, our city assets, our energy 
bills, and the prevailing culture 
is to mortgage city assets on a 
generational basis in order to get 
through next year’s election. This 
is wrong. 


I promise to restore our proud 
tradition of good government, but 
I just hope that there are some 
parts of the City that haven’t been 
hawked when I get there. 

Giving the parking garages 
and meters, the rates, and the 
enforcement powers to an out-of- 
town company for 30 years will 
have a profound negative impact 
on the vibrancy of downtown 
and will put at risk the progress 
we have made. Please join me in 
asking City Council to deal with 
its budget honestly rather than 
selling out our future for a short 
term political fix. 


FOR MORE INFO ON JOHN 
CRANLEY VISIT: 
JOHNCRANLEY.COM 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor, 

I was opposed to the city’s attempt to move the Drop Inn Center from 
Over-the-Rhine, from the earliest, when the late Eric Kunzel started 
his attempt to buy the property for a music school. Then the city 
got Cincinnati Public Schools to close Washington Park elementary 
school. 

As a lifelong Over-the-Rhine resident that was born in that 
neighborhood and lived there for 50 years, I have stayed at the Drop 
Inn Center in the winter for several years and it saved my life. I 
agree with Josh Spring that the city and county should spend more 
money fixing up low income housing for the homeless and homeless 
families rather than spend money on new shelters. 

Sonny Williams 
Clifton 

SONNY WILLIAMS IS A FORMER STREETVIBES DISTRIBUTOR, 
FORMER OVER-THE-RHINE STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBER 
AND FORMER BOARD PRESIDENT OF THE CONTACT CENTER. 
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Elementz Q&A: Building community with Hip Hop culture 


t JUSTIN JEFFRE 

Streetvibes Editor 

Streetvibes: What is Elementz? 
Brother Abdullah: Elementz 
is a nonprofit hip hop youth arts 
center. At Elementz we engage 
and inspire youth, unleashing 
creativity and respect, engaging 
them in performance, community 
development and leadership through 
the values of Hip Hop culture. 

Streetvibes: How did it come 
about? 

Brother Abdullah: Elementz was 
founded by young activists who were 
seeking to build community in Over- 
the-Rhine after the 2001 riots. The 
founders focus became to create a safe 
space that had programming within 
in it that was relevant to youth from 
the urban core. This led to the idea of 
a youth center themed upon hip hop 
and urban arts. Prior to the opening 
of Elementz our founders initially 
surveyed over 1,000 young people to 
decide what our work should be based 
on and over 500 youth to pick the 
name of our center. 

Streetvibes: What’s the average 
age of kids in your program and what 
neighborhoods do they come from? 
Brother Abdullah: Elementz has 
served teenagers and young adults 
14-24 for its general programs. We 
recently have begun to expand to 


doing after school programing for 
children K-5th grade and to teaching 
adults DJing, & hip hop dance. Our 
youth generally come from downtown 
and surrounding neighborhoods such 
as Mt. Auburn, Avondale, Walnut 
Hills and Westwood. 

Streetvibes: What has your 
experience there been like? 

Brother Abdullah: It’s an amazing 
experience to work with such talented 
young people many of whom face 
much adversity in their lives. These 
youth don’t let the adversity keep 
them down but they rather keep 
striving and use Elementz as a 
positive outlet to express their selves, 
to meet friends who have similar 
interests and pursue their dreams. 
Because we have been for nearly 8 
years we have literally seen youth 
grow up in front of our eyes. It has 
been great to see many of our youth 
abandon street life, finish high school 
& further their education, become 
leaders within Elementz and grow as 
human beings. 

We have successfully been able 
to create a bridge for the outside 
community to have perspective on the 
lives of urban youth. 

Streetvibes: What have you 
learned? 

Brother Abdullah: Working 
around youth on a day to day basis 


over the last 7 years has helped me 
mature as a man. Not all but many 
of the youth that I’ve come across 
over the years have had a lack of 
involvement from parents and in 
particular fathers in their lives. 
Through my observation of this I’ve 
been inspired to be a role model to 
our youth through my own character 
and actions. I’ve also learned that 
Cincinnati’s urban core has very 
gifted young artists. 

Streetvibes: How would you like to 
see the organization grow or evolve in 
the future? 

Brother Abdullah: Our near 
future goals are to work more 
closely with inner city schools to 
find opportunities for us to teach 
workshops that are related to our 
urban programs to youth within 
these schools and also to inform 
students of the after school services 
that are available to them here at 
Elementz. Our other goals are to 
continue to help the community 
understand that the Elementz brand 
has expanded from being a hip hop 
center to becoming an Urban Arts 
Center that offers a wide variety of 
programs that are relative to the 
urban core. We think of ourselves as 
an Urban Neighborhood Arts Center 
and we’d like for Elementz to be filled 
with passionate arts leaders and 
passionate youth on a daily basis. We 


"WE HAVE 
SUCCESSFULLY 
BEEN ABLE TO 
CREATE A BRIDGE 
FOR THE OUTSIDE 
COMMUNITY TO 
HAVE PERSPECTIVE 
ON THE LIVES OF 
URBAN YOUTH." 

- brother Abdullah 


also hope to continue to be a place 
where Cincinnati can come to see and 
hear the artistic gifts and the inside 
perspective on urban youth. 

Where it makes sense we also will 
look to expand our programs to other 
areas of Ohio and abroad. 

Streetvibes: How can people 
support Elementz? 

Brother Abdullah: People can 
support us by donating to our 
programs, attending our youth’s 
performances, and helping to spread 
the word about our mission. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION GO 
TO ELEMENTZ.ORG 
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OUT OF THE ASHES OF THE 2001 
CIVIL UNREST ROSE A GROUP OF 
DETERMINED ACTIVISTS DEDICATED 
TO REACHING OUT TO URBAN YOUTH. 
ELEMENTZ, FOUNDED IN 2005 IN 
OVER THE RHINE, EMPOWERS YOUTH 
TO UNLEASH THEIR CREATIVITY 
THROUGH PERFORMANCE AND 
HIP HOP CULTURE AND INSTILLING 
THE VALUES OF COMMUNITY AND 
LEADERSHIP ALONG THE WAY. 


wm 
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|A child eats breakfast in a garbage dump, where hundreds of people live and make a living by recycling waste and making charcoal, in Tondo, the Philippines. 
I Photo: REUTERS/Darren Whiteside 



I Children living at a dump site play in a toy house they constructed out of debris in 
Ifondo, Metro Manila, Indonesia. Photo: REUTERS/Enny Nuraheni 



A boy jumps off a derelict boat in the former Aral Sea port of Aralsk in Kazakhstan. 
Photo: REUTERS/Stringer Russia 


FOR KIDS GROWING UP IN THE SLUMS OF JAKARTA, 
THEIR LOCAL SWIMMING POOL IS POLLUTED 
RIVERS SWAMPED WITH FLOATING FOOD 
CONTAINERS, ANIMAL CARCASSES AND DIRTY 
WATER. IN DUMP SITES IN THE PHILIPPINES, LITTLE 
GIRLS CONSTRUCT MAKE SHIFT PLAYHOUSES OUT 
OF WASTE IRON AND FOR OTHERS LOOKING FOR 
TOYS TO PLAY WITH, THEY HAVE THE SWEEP OF 
SLUMS AND GARBAGE DUMPS IN PAKISTAN AND 
INDIA. BUT THESE FILTHY PLAYGROUNDS ARE 
ALSO NURSERIES FOR A HOST OF DISEASES, FROM 
CHOLERA TO MALARIA AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


Children living at a dump site play in a toy house they constructed out of debris in Tondo, Metro Manila in the Philippines Photo: REUTERS/Darren UJhiteside 



Three-year-old Sabir wears an old helmet on his head, which he found in a dumping 
ground, while playing in a Karachi slum, Pakistan. Photo: REL/TERS/Akhtar Soomro 



A boy swims in polluted water to beat the heat in the western Yemeni city of Hajja. 
Photo: REUTERS/Khaled Abdullah All Al Mahdi 
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From trash to treasure: Everest litter becomes art 

t GO PAL SHARMA 

Reuters 

• ujujuj.street-papers.org 

T he 75 sculptures, including 
one of a yak and another 
of wind chimes, were 
made from empty oxygen 
bottles, gas canisters, food cans, 
torn tents, ropes, crampons, boots, 
plates, twisted aluminum ladders 
and torn plastic bags dumped 
by climbers over decades on the 
slopes of the world’s highest 
mountain. 

Kripa Rana Shahi, director 
of art group Da Mind Tree, said 
the sculpting - and a resulting 
recent exhibition in the Nepali 
capital of Kathmandu - was aimed 
at spreading awareness about 
keeping Mount Everest clean. 

“Everest is our crown jewel 
in the world,” Shahi said. “We 
should not take it for granted. The 
amount of trash there is damaging 
our pride.” 

Nearly 4,000 people have 
climbed the 8,850 meter-high 
(29,035 feet) Mount Everest, 
many of them several times, 
since it was first scaled by New 
Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgay Sherpa in 1953. 

Although climbers need 
to deposit $4,000 with the 
government, which is refunded 
only after they provide proof 
of having brought the garbage 
generated by them from the 
mountain, activists say effective 
monitoring is difficult. 



Art made from trash picked from Mount Everest are pictured at a visual art symposium in Kathmandu 
November 20, 20 


Climbers 

returning from the 
mountain say its 
slopes are littered 
with trash which is 
buried under the 
snow during the 
winter and comes 
out in the summer 
when the snow 
melts. 

The trash used 
in the art works 
was picked up 
from the mountain 
by Sherpa climbers 
in 2011 and earlier 
this year and 
carried down by 
porters and trains 
of long-haired 
yaks. 

The yaks were 
commemorated 
in one work. For 
another, empty 
oxygen cylinders 
were mounted on 
a metal frame to 
make Buddhist 
prayer wheels. 

Another, 
by wall painter 
Krishna Bahadur Thing, is a 
Tibetan mandala painting showing 
the location of Mount Everest in 
the universe - made by sticking 
yellow, blue and white pieces of 
discarded beer, food cans and 
other metals on a round board. 

Visitors said they were amazed 
at the way waste products were 


2 . Photo: REUTERS/Stringer Nepal 

turned into useful items. 

“It shows that anything can 
be utilized in an artistic way and 
nothing goes to waste in art,” 
said 18-year-old fine arts student 
Siddhartha Pudasaini. 

The art is on sale for prices 
from $15 to $2,300, with part 
of the proceeds going to the 


artists and the rest to the Everest 
Summiteers’ Association (ESA), 
which sponsored the collection 
of garbage from the mountain, 
organizers said. 

“Garbage on Everest is 
shameful. We are trying to turn 
it into gold here,” ESA chief 
Wangchu Sherpa told Reuters. 



www.herocredits.com 


INTRODUCED 9/11/2011 


"Cincinnati's first and only home buying or selling credits for the 
Military, First Responders, and their immediate families." 


Put up to $ 3 , 200 * back into your pocket 
when you use HeroCrediti.com to buy or sell your home. 


50% off houses to qualified owner-occupants This alone could save 
you many thousands of dollars Leam how to latte advantage of these savings NOW! 
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Go to Website; www.herocredits.com 


Michael Painter 
Star One Realtors 
513 . 3411,7939 — 513 - 474.9100 
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Cincinnati passes resolution requiring GE food labeling 




EcoWatch Journal 

ujaiuj.freepress.org 


O n November 30, the 
city of Cincinnati 
became the first in Ohio 
to pass a resolution to 
require the labeling of genetically 
engineered (GE) foods, citing 
that consumers should have the 
right to know what is in their 
food. The consumer advocacy 
organization Food & Water 
Watch brought the resolution to 
city council as a part of their “Let 
Me Decide” campaign to make GE 
labeling the law. GE foods have 
not been fully tested for their 
impacts on human health and the 
environment. 

Alison Auciello, Ohio- 
based organizer for Food & 

Water Watch said, “genetically 
engineered foods are potentially 
unsafe, and consumers should 
have the right to decide for 
themselves if they want to eat 
GE foods. It took regulation 
to get food processors to label 
ingredients and nutrition facts on 
labels, and now we’re calling for 


federal lawmakers to require the 
labeling of GE food.” 

The majority of processed 
foods are genetically engineered, 
but unlike fat, sodium and sugar 
content, labels do not disclose 
which foods contain genetically 
engineered (GE) ingredients. 
Biotechnology companies submit 
their own safety-testing data, and 
independent research is limited 
on GE foods because licensing 
agreements that control the 
use of patented seeds prohibit 
cultivation for research purposes. 

Genetically engineered foods 
are made by inserting the genetic 
material from one organism into 
another to achieve a desired 
characteristic such as resistance 
to herbicides or pesticides. 
Roundup Ready varieties of corn, 
for example, are engineered to 
withstand treatment with the 
Roundup herbicide. But, the 
unintended consequence of 
increased use of herbicides has 
been a rise in “superweeds,” 
aggressive weed species like 
ragweed and pigweed that have 
become immune to Roundup. 


Cincinnati Council Member 
and resolution co-sponsor 
Wendell Young said, “this is 
about transparency, about 
ensuring that people can make 
informed choices about what 
they feed themselves and their 
families. Consumers have a 
right to know what is in their 
food, especially until we know 
for certain whether genetically 
engineered foods are truly safe.” 

Some of the independent 
research that has been conducted 
on biotech crops has revealed 
troubling health implications, 
including deteriorating liver and 
kidney function and impaired 
embryonic development. 
However, the Food and Drug 
Administration has no way to 
track adverse health effects in 
people consuming GE foods, and 
because there is no requirement 
for labeling GE ingredients, 
consumers don’t know when they 
are eating them. 

“As consumers, we have 
a fundamental right to know 
about the safety of the food we’re 
eating,” said Vice Mayor Roxanne 


Qualls, who co-sponsored the 
resolution. “With so much still 
unknown about the long-term 
risks of genetically-engineered 
products to our health and the 
environment, labeling of these 
foods is just common sense.” 


Food & Water Watch works 
to ensure the food, water 
and fish we consumers safe, 
accessible and sustainable. 
So we can all enjou and trust 
in what we eat ana drink, 
we help people take charge 
of where their food comes 
from1 keep clean, affordable, 
public tap water flowing 
freely to our homes; protect 
the environmental quality 
of oceans; force government 
to do its job protecting 
citizens; and educate about 
the importance of keeping 
shared resources under 
public control. 

FOR MORE RELATED NEWS ON 
THIS TOPIC VISIT ECOWATCH'S 
GENETICALLY MODIFIED 
ORGANISM PAGE AT: 

ECOWATCH.ORG/P/FOOD/ 

GMO-GENETICALLY-MODIFIED- 

ORGANISM/ 
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Life is a treasure or life be con a jeiuel 

Life is mode of choices made of win, draw or pull 

Looking back on my life not to mention the bridges I’ve burned 

Understanding that I do hove a choice which way my life will be turned 

Having this knowledge I wonder what changes could I have made in my life 

Seeing my past and believing in God, knowing with him there will be no strife 

Treasures of reconizing my past and always asking would I have changed to be younger or right 

Treasures are things I cheerish from childhood up to date, anything else is out of sight 

Knowledge of my past and in the belief of a change which would come with a new day 

Having lived and grown into who I am right now, question: “who are you?” 

ANSWER I SAY!! 

Treasures to me ore things of the past that I have memory of where making changes is too late 
Treasures, my belief in God and to know with faith his love and grace is forever great! 

WILLA D. JONES 

Streetvibes Distributor 



IS THE FISCAL CLIFF DRIVING 
YOU UP THE WALL? 

Are you frankly getting quite bored stiff 
Of daily coverage about “The Fiscal Cliff?” 

I wish those words would simply go away. 

As they’ve turned into a meaningless cliche. 
Let’s talk about “The Next Financial Crash,” 
Or possibly “The National Loss of Cash.” 

UUe then could give one long collective sob, 
And plead with Congress just to do its job. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE 
RESIGNATION OF GENERAL 
PETRAEUS 

LUhen a person of fame’s sex life goes sour, 
The news will flash updates every half hour. 
Abuses of power are more worthy of telling, 
But as entertainment are far less compelling. 
So people striving for respected public lives 
Better not cheat on their husbands or wives. 



MY MENTOR 

DEBORAH POINDEXTER 

Streetvibes Distributor 

This photo was submitted by Streetvibes Distributor Deborah 
Poinaextor (right) who attributes Josephine Baskerville (left), 
a fellow Streetvibes Distributor, as a guiding light and mentor 
when she was at her lowest point while on the streets. Deborah 
says Josephine helped her when she needed it most. 


STREETVIBES@CINCIHOMELESS.ORG 
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Writing for your life with justice seekers 



t ANGELA PANCELL A 

Contributing UJriter 

Y ou enter the piano room 
at Peaslee Neighborhood 
Center in Over-the-Rhine. 
This room used to be a 
classroom back when this build¬ 
ing was a public grade school. 
Chalkboards, bulletin boards, 
and pianos line the perimeter. 
The middle of the space catches 
your eye—chairs are arranged 
around a rectangle of fabric laid 
like a picnic blanket on the rug. 

A potted succulent, a candle, 
and a Navajo storyteller figu¬ 
rine arranged on the patterned 
cloth create a simple oasis in the 
middle of the floor, in the middle 
of this building, in the middle of 
a workday. 

Welcome to Justice Seek¬ 


ers Writing 
for Our Lives. 

Bonnie 
Neumeier, 
one of Pea- 
slee’s found¬ 
ing mothers, 
and Kristen 
Barker of 
Intercommu¬ 
nity Justice 
and Peace 
Center wel¬ 
come women 
to this writ¬ 
ing circle. 

The series 
happen quar¬ 
terly (each 
season). Each 
series consists of 4-5 weekly ses¬ 
sions between noon and 1 p.m. 
on Tuesdays. Attendees can also 
linger afterward for snacks and 
conversation—the fare might 
include hummus and veggies, 
homemade cookies, apple cider 
and tea. 

When asked about the 
group’s founding, neither Bonnie 
nor Kristen could recall an exact 
date, though a flyer for Janu¬ 
ary 2007 shows it will soon be 
at least six years old. When they 
began, they identified what they 
wished to accomplish: “Our goal 
for Justice Seekers Writing for 
Our Lives is to inspire us to cre¬ 
ate more conscious lives through 
the art of writing and the practice 
of building community. Through 
participation in this writing 
series we hope those of you who 
come will strengthen your voice, 


enhance your health, and appre¬ 
ciate your own capacity to create 
positive change wherever you live 
and work.” 

“It still rings true for me,” 
Kristen says of this goal. 

The process Kristen and 
Bonnie use for the group was 
learned from Women Writ¬ 
ing for a Change. When the 
group gathers and after every¬ 
one briefly checks in with each 
other, there is time for twelve 
to fifteen minutes of writing at 
a pace that outstrips any voice 
inside your head that might say 
“That’s not good enough.” A 
poem provides the context—a 
poem such as Mary Oliver’s “It 
Was Early,” which (among other 
things) says, “Sometimes I need/ 
only to stand/wherever I am/to 
be blessed.” Various prompts are 
given from the poem to jog your 
creativity, but there is also the 
possibility to (as the prompt pa¬ 
per instructs) “FOLLOW YOUR 
MUSE!” 

Everyone is then given the 
chance to share what they have 
written—all, part, or none, as you 
wish. During this time the listen¬ 
ers jot down words or phrases 
that caught their attention. These 
words and phrases are then spo¬ 
ken aloud after everyone has had 
the chance to speak, each taking 
a turn, creating an effect not un¬ 
like polyphonic music. 

Each session ends with 
a chance to provide written 
feedback on index cards, shar¬ 
ing some gift or challenge of the 
week, encouragements or sugges¬ 


tions for the group as a whole. 

June Alexander, art 
instructor and board member 
at Peaslee, has been part of the 
group for three or four years. 

“I write a lot—to have people to 
hear [my writing] makes a differ¬ 
ence,” she says. The opportunity 
to hear from like-minded writ¬ 
ers, all active in causes related to 
social justice, is a key part of the 
group’s appeal for June: “I get 
some of my best ideas from the 
ladies.” 

Amy Silver, Resident Services 
Coordinator at Over-the-Rhine 
Community Housing, has been 
involved with the group for at 
least four years. “The circle is a 
place to connect with people at 
a level that we don’t usually tap 
into on our own time,” she says. 
“The process in the circle brings 
out the most wonderful, power¬ 
ful, simple, and important stories 
of each woman present. Each 
voice is honored and I know that 
people leave feeling heard and 
valued—something that we all 
need but don’t always get in such 
an intentional way.” 

Kristen says simply, “I 
love the circle. It grounds, con¬ 
nects, and inspires me. I find it to 
be a soulful experience that helps 
me pay attention.” 


TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 
JUSTICE SEEKERS WRITING 
FOR OUR LIVES, CALL BONNIE 
NEUMEIER AT (513) 621-5524, 
EXTENSION 20. 


Give your spirits a lift. 







IGN TE 

TOUR PASSI0N 

for the holidays. 


[T^bank presents 

A CHRISTMAS 

By Charles Dickens 
Adapted by Howard Dallin 

Nov. 29 - Dec. 30, 2012 

A must-see family favorite for the holidays. 

“For my money, there’s no better local 
holiday entertainment." 

- The Cincinnati Enquirer 

Special price for kids and students! 

Recommended for ages 5 and up. Under 5 not admitted. 


Hey, good lookin’. 



The Music and Legend of Hank Williams 

By Randal Myler and Mark Harelik 

Nov. 3-Dec. 23,2012 

Featuring more than 20 of the singer’s most 
popular songs, including “Your Cheatin’ Heart” 
and “I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry.” 

“Exhilarating!” -Rolling stone 

Sponsored by Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co. 


FaI- 

io*(E Call 513-421-3888 or visit www.cincyplay.com for tickets. 
Jtu'i 

Season presented by The Otto M. Budig Family Foundation and Heidelberg Distributing Company. 


% 

artswave 


THE VOICE OF THE STREET...UNSILENCEP 


























LOCAL 


l 


STREETVIBES 

Dec. 7th-Dec. 


2 O th , 2012 


13 




It’s budget season in Cincinnati 


l 


JASON HAAP 

Contributing UJriter 


budget 
season 
in Cin¬ 
cinnati. 
That 
means 
we’ll 
start 
hear¬ 
ing from 
eople 


ike Vice- 
Mayor 
Cii 


Roxanne Qualls and former City 
Council-member John Cranley 
- two front-runners for the next 
mayoral election. We probably 
won’t hear from people like Jim 
Berns, though. That s because he’s 
a fringe candidate always engaged 
in a losing campaign for one pub¬ 
lic office or another. Now that he’s 
expressed an interest in running 
for Cincinnati’s mayor, we should 
think about whether the public 
should pay nearly half a million 
dollars to subsidize his vanity 
campaign. 

Several years ago, I threatened 
to run for mayor myself. That race 
would have featured me, Mark 
Mallory, and Brad Wenstrup. 
Cincinnati faced a budget crisis 
back then, too. Had I inserted 
myself as the third candidate, I 
would have forced an obscure 
mayoral primary election on a 
weird date with typically low 
turnout. That election would have 
cost Cincinnati around $413,000 
from its general operating fund. 
Think about that: in the midst of a 
budget crisis, I could have single- 
handedly cost the city nearly half 
a million dollars, all to make a 
point. Instead, I staged a press 
conference and presented the city 


with one of those “big checks” rep¬ 
resenting the money I saved them. 
I wanted to draw attention to this 
weird electoral issue. The idea 
was for the city to enact common 
sense reforms - like eliminating 
this pointless and wasteful may- 
oral primary. 

I vowed to make sure there 
would always be a primary from 
that day forth - but, now that Jim 
Berns has entered the arena, I 
can take a break. He only needs 
to gather 500 valid signatures to 
get on the ballot. That’s not very 
hard. Just spend a few late after¬ 
noons and early evenings down at 
Fountain Square and the Metro 
bus stop one block away, and you 
can get tons of signatures. Ludlow 
Avenue in Clifton is also an easy 
hot spot. 

I don’t mean to rally against 
the right of candidates like Jim 
Berns to be on the ballot. That’s 

g art of the democratic process. 

ut why should we foot the bill 
for a mayoral primary, which runs 
on an obscure date with nothing 
else on the ballot? It is completely 
unnecessary. Instead, we should 
let Jim Berns, and anyone else 
who can collect signatures, run for 
whatever office they desire. And 
they should all have a shot during 
the general election in November. 

Some will say that whoever 
wins the mayoral race should have 
more than 50% of the vote - and 
that, therefore, through narrowing 
the field to two candidates via the 
primary, we can accomplish this 
allegedly important goal. If that 
really is significant, however, we 
could simply adopt democratic so¬ 
lutions like other cities have, such 
as Instant Runoff Voting. With 
IRV, you rank your candidates. 

If you vote for Jim Berns and he 
doesn’t have enough to win, then 
your vote gets transferred to your 


num¬ 
ber two 
choice. 

This 
would 
guarantee 
a win¬ 
ner with 
more 
than 50% 
of the 
vote while 
eliminat¬ 
ing our 
expen¬ 
sive and 
wasteful 
primary 
election. 

The 
real rea¬ 
son the 
politi¬ 
cians 
insti¬ 
tuted this 
primary 
was to 
eliminate 
certain 
voices in 
the final 
month 

prior to the Jason Haap at the Board of Elections. Photo: Jane Pendergrasf 

mayoral 
election, 

focusing instead on the two can¬ 
didates with the biggest campaign 
coffers. Living in a democracy, 
however, should mean having 
access to alternative voices and 
choices - even if those choices in¬ 
clude Jim Berns. His ideas might 
be bothersome to candidates 
like Qualls and Cranley, but that 
doesn’t mean the public should 
foot the bill to silence him with a 
pointless primary. City Council 
should act now to eliminate this 


wastefulness, adding more money 
to Cincinnati’s constantly strained 
operating budget. 


JASON HAAP IS AN ENGLISH 
TEACHER WITH 14 YEARS EX¬ 
PERIENCE. HE IS ALSO A PO¬ 
LITICAL ACTIVIST WHO RUNS 
AND WRITES FOR THE CINCIN¬ 
NATI BEACON, A POPULAR 
BLOG. 


INTERNATIONAL 


There’s life in the 
AIDS ribbon 



t Stella Paul 

Inter Press Service 

• uuuuuu.street-papers.org 

S he bends over the bundles of 
red silk ribbon spread on a 
reed mat, swiftly cutting and 
stitching dozens of upside- 
down, teardrop-shaped loops, each of 
them two inches long. On AIDS day 
these shiny ribbons are being worn 
by thousands of government staff and 
social activists in a symbolic show of 
their fight against the deadly HIV/ 
AIDS. 

For Swapna, who has been living 
with HIV for past n years, these rib¬ 
bons are more than a symbol; sold at 
a rupee (two cents) a piece, they are 
also an important source of suste¬ 
nance. 

“AIDS control in India is still 
largely limited to providing free 
counseling and ART,” says Swapna, 
founder and former president of 
People Living with HIV (PLHIV) in 
the southern Indian city Hyderabad 
- a network of HIV positive men and 
women with 2,00,000 members. 

“But most of the HIV infected 
or affected people in the state (of 
Andhra Pradesh), especially women, 
are ostracised by society, thrown out 
of their homes and have no way to 


support themselves financially. So, 
besides counseling and medication, 
what they also need is a way to earn 
a living.” 

Swapna’s belief arises from her 
own decade-long personal struggle 
to survive as a HIV positive person. 

At the age of 20, she was infected by 
her husband. Following her husband’s 
death two years later, Swapna was on 
her own, fending for herself and her 


*1 HAVE HIV, BUT 
I CAN STILL LIVE 
LIKE A NORMAL 
PERSON.* 


toddler son. A counseling job in an 
NGO gave her the chance to interact 
with thousands of HIV positive people 
across the state, and she gained deep 
insight into challenges and possible 
solutions. 

“I have HIV, but I can still live 
like a normal person.” 

The main challenge, she said, was 
that every woman feared her health 
would deteriorate to a point when she 
could not travel out of her home to 
take up a job. 


In 2007, Swapna formed the 
PLHIV network in Hyderabad and 
started to train HIV positive women 
in making candles and Christmas 
trees, beads and paper lanterns, in 
embroidery, making flower bouquets 
and garlands and above all, stitching 
clothes, banners and ribbons. 

“So far, more than 500 women 
have been trained in Hyderabad 
alone. Each of them is a member of 
a self-help group. The group gave 
each woman a micro-loan of 2,000 
to 3,000 rupees to start a business. 
Some of them are now earning as 
much as 10,000 rupees a month.” 

Nillamma Marakka, a 47-year-old 
HIV positive woman was a commer¬ 
cial sex worker who migrated from 
the coastal district West Godavari to 


Hyderabad in 1999. Three years back 
her failing health forced her out of sex 
work, pushing her close to starvation. 

In 2011, Nilamma joined the 
PHLIV network and received train¬ 
ing in tailoring for three months. 
Today, she has a comfortable life 
stitching ribbons of different colours, 
each symbolising a fight of a certain 
kind - red (AIDS), purple (domestic 
violence) pink (breast cancer), orange 
(leukemia) and white (peace). 

Nilamma says demand for red 
ribbons is the highest. Government 
departments, NGOs, political parties 
and churches buy thousands of red 
ribbons around AIDS day, which is 
observed with growing enthusiasm in 
the state. According to the National 

{Continued on poge 14 ) 
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There’s life in the AIDS ribbon 

{Continued from page 13} 

Aids Control Mission, Andhra Pradesh has a quarter of India’s 2.4 mil¬ 
lion HIV positive patients. 

“For every thousand ribbons, I spend about 250 rupees (five dol¬ 
lars) on buying silk ribbon, thread and safety pins. So, I can save at 
least 3,000 rupees (60 dollars) out of every order of 5,000 ribbons. 
Since these are bought directly by the customers, there is no need to 
pay a middleman. These are indeed ribbons of life.” 

K. P. Rangacharylu, a livelihood expert working on several state 
government HIV/AIDS projects says the recently concluded health 
programme ‘Bal Shyayoga’ found that most HIV positive women in the 
state were incapable of laborious jobs. 

“The programme ran from 2007 to 2012, during which we found 
that 42 percent of the HIV affected families in the state were headed by 
women. Of them, nearly half were above 50, unable to work for hours 
together or travel outside their homes. 

“The best way to support them was to build ‘soft skills’ like mak¬ 
ing candles, stitching blouses and banners and making ribbons. As an 
initial investment, each woman was given 8,000 rupees (160 dollars) 
by the government.” The programme, he says trained 56,000 people. 

Encouraged by the success of Bal Sahyoga and NHPLIV, positive 
women networks in other states of India have started to promote rib¬ 
bon making as an alternative livelihood. Muthu Kani, a 29-year-old 
HIV positive woman in Chennai says that making ribbons has not 
only helped her earn a living, but also overcome to recurring suicidal 
thoughts. 

“In 2006 when I first learned that I was HIV positive I wanted to 
kill myself. I felt very helpless and didn’t how to take care of myself or 



Many women living with HIV earn a living making ribbons to promote AIDS awareness. 
Photo: Stella Paul/IPS 


my two children - one of whom was also HIV positive. Four years ago 
I met some people from the Positive Women Network who trained 
me in basic accounting, screen printing, embroidery, and red ribbon 
making. 

“Of all these, I find screen printing and ribbon making the least 
physically exhausting. I get orders all through the year and can earn 
about 6,000-8000 rupees each month. I feel confident of my own 
abilities now. I have HIV, but I can still live like a normal person,” she 
says with a smile. 


STREETVIBES CROSSWORD 

PUZZLE #006 

from puzzlechoice.com 


Across 

I. Actress,_Berry 

6. Prod 
9. Golf club 

I 3. Movie starring Sigourney 
UJeaver 

I 4. Nocturnal creature 
I 5. Ambit 
16. Wanderer 
I 7. Body of mater 

1 8. Relative 

19. Push domn 

2 I. UUrongdoing 

23. Forty minks 

24. Used as fuel 

25. Man or boy 
28. Small stream 
30. Nuance 

35. Part of the eye 
37. Burden 

39. Oddity 

40. Solitary 

4 I. Coherent 

43. Secret agent, James 

44. Remedy 

46. Used to calculate net 
meight 

47. Rim 

48. Consortium 
50. Rip 

52. Long fish 

53. Peel 

55. Be seated 
57. Monolithic 

6 I. Enchant 

65. Obviate 

66. Fish eggs 

68. Empomer 

69. Circumvent 

70. By may of 

7 I. Rhonchus 

72. Actor,_McGregor 

73. Tree 

74. Surname of acfress mho 
played Armen in The Lord of 
the Rings 


Down 

1. Part of a clock 

2. Succulent,_vera 

3. Flobble 

4. Cain knomledge 

5. Make attractive or 
lovable 

6. Chinese god 

7. UUonder 

8. Incrimination 

9. Magician’s baton 

10. One time only 
I I. Stare at 
I 2. Action 
I 5. Pastoral 
20. Tumble 

22. First name of actor 
mho played Gandalf in 
The Lord of the Rings 

24. Notice 

25. Fragrant plant 

26. Perfume 

27. Buffet car 
29. Oaf 

3 I. Regular hexahedron 

32. (bear amay 

33. Undertone 

34. Alpine call 
36. Transported 
38. Desperate 
42. Impenetrable 
45. Mock 

49. First name of actress 
in 74 across 
5 I. Compilation 
54. Effrontery 

56. Large marine food 

57. Manufactured 

58. Affirm 

59. Soft drink 

60. Part of the zodiac 

61. Ray 

62. Object of morship 

63. Traditional knomledge 

64. Pitcher 
67. Fuel 



57 

58 

59 

60 


65 





60 





72 






70 


73 


71 


74 
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NEED HELP OR WANT TO HELP? 


Shelter: Women and Children 


Treatment: Men 


Other Resources 


Central Access Point 

381-SAFE 

Charlie's 3/4 House 

784-1853 

Center Independent Living Options 24 1 -2600 

Bethany House 

557-2873 

Prospect House 

921-1613 

Emmanuel Community Center 

241-2563 

Grace Place Catholic Worker House 

681-2365 

Storting Over 

961-2256 

Peaslee Neighborhood Center 

621-5514 

Salvation Army 

762-5660 



Lronciscan Haircuts from the Heart 381-01 1 1 

YWCA Battered Women’s Shelter 

872-9259 

Treatment: Women 


Gooduuill industries 

771-4800 



Lirst Step Home 

961-4663 

Healing Connections 

751-0600 

Shelter: Men 




Mary Magdalen House 

721-4811 

City Gospel Mission 

241-5525 

Treatment: Both 


1223 Main St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Drop Inn Center 

721 -0643 

AA Hotline 

351-0422 

People Working Cooperatively 

351-7921 

St. Fran/St. Joe Catholic Work. House 

381-4941 

COAT 

381 -6672 

The Caring Place 

631-1114 

Mt. Airy Shelter 

661-4620 

Joseph House (Veterans) 

241-2965 

United Way 

21 1 



Hamilton County ADAS Board 

946-4888 

Women Helping Women 

977-5541 

Shelter: Both 


Recovery Health Access Center 

281-7422 

Off The Streets 

421-5211 



Sober Living 

681 -0324 



Anthony House (Youth) 

961-4080 

Talbert House 

641-4300 

Hamilton/Middletouun 


Caracole (HIV/AIDS) 

761-1480 



St. Raephaels 

863-3184 

Drop Inn Center 

721 -0643 

Advocacy 


Salvation Army 

863-1445 

Interfaith Hospitality Netuuork 

471-1100 

Catholic Social Action 

421-3131 

Serenity House Day Center 

422-8555 

Lighthouse Youth Center (Youth) 

221-3350 

Community Action Agency 

569-1840 

Open Door Pantry 

868-3276 



Contact Center 

381-4242 



Housina: 


Lronciscan JPIC 

721-4700 

Northern Kentucky 


CMHA 

721-4580 

Cr. Cinti Coalition for the Homeless 

421-7803 

Brighton Center 

859-491-8303 

Excel Development 

632-7149 

1 17 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


ECHO/Hoseo House 

859-261-5857 

OTR Community Housing 

381 -1171 

Intercommunity Justice & Peace Cr. 

579-8547 

Lairhaven Resuce Mission 

859-491-1027 

Tender Mercies 

72 1 -8666 

Legal Aid Society 

241-9400 

Homeuuard Bound Youth 

859-581-111 1 

Tom Geiger House 

961 -4555 

Ohio Justice & Policy Center 

421-1108 

Matheuus House 

859-261-8009 

Volunteers of America 

381-1954 

Laces Without Places 

363-3300 

Homeless & Housing Coalition 

859-727-0926 

Anna Louise Inn 

421-5211 



Parish Kitchen 

859-581-7745 

Cincinnati Union Bethel 

768-6907 

Health 


Pike St. Clinic 

859-291-9321 



Center for Respite Core 

621-1868 

Transitions, Inc 

859-491-4435 

Food/Clothina 


Crossroad Health Center 

381-2247 

Welcome House of NKY 

859-431-8717 

Lord’s Pantry 

621-5300 

Health Resource Center 

357-4602 

205 West Pike Street, Covington, KY 4101 1 

OTR/Walnut Hills Kitchen & Pantry 

961-1983 

Homeless Mobile Health Von 

352-2902 

Women’s Crisis Center 

859-491-3335 

Our Daily Bread 

621 -6364 

McMicken Dental Clinic 

352-6363 

VA Domiciliary 

859-559-501 1 

St. Lroncis Soup Kitchen 

535-2719 

Mental Health Access Point 

558-8888 

VA Homeless 

859-572-6226 

Churches Active in Northside 

591-2246 

Mercy Lronciscan at St. John 

981-5800 



LreeStore/LoodBank 

241-1064 

NAMI of Hamilton County 

458-6670 



Madisonville Ed & Assistance Center 

271-5501 

PATH Outreach 

977-4489 




Serves area codes: 45226, 45227, 45208, 45209 

St. Vincent de Paul 562-884 I 
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2010 Taste Of Cincinnati Winner 
Best of Taste Entree 
“Chicago Gyro’s” Greek Pizza ” 


Come visit us in Clifton! 

Award Winning Food) 
Great Beer Selection! 
Karaoke * Live Music 
Catch All The UC Action! 
New Patio • Free Parkins 



205 W. McMillan Street * Cincinnati, Oh 45219 • 513.241.MACS 
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CODE OF CONDUCT 

All Streetvibes Distributors must abide by the 
following rules. They are made aware that any 
infraction of the rules may result in suspension 
of their privilege to distribute Streetvibes and 
possible termination from the program. 

Streetvibes will be distributed for a dollar fifty 
($ 1.50). Distributors agree not to ask for more 
than $ 1.50 or solicit donations for Streetvibes 
by any other means. If a customer donates 
more than $ 1.50 for a paper, distributors are 
allouued to keep the donation. 

Distributors only purchase papers from the 
Homeless Coalition. Each paper can be 
purchased for a cost of 50 cents. Distributors 
must shorn their badge when buying papers. 

Distributors will never buy papers from and/or 
distribute papers to other distributors. 

Distributors agree to treat all others - customers, 
staff, and other distributors - respectfully. 
Distributors will not use abusive language or 
force someone to buy a paper. Distributors 
will not give a “hard sell” or be aggressive. 
Distributors will not continue to ask someone if 
they want a Streetvibes after they have verbally 
or non-verbally said no and they will not make 
someone feel threatened. 

Distributors will not panhandle while distributing 
Streetvibes. 

Distributors agree to stay off private property 
when distributing Streetvibes. Distributors will 
not distribute Streetvibes door to door. 

Distributors will not stand in front of doorways, 
walkways, crosswalks or parking meters nor will 
I impede traffic or sit down while distributing 
Streetvibes. 

Distributors understand they are not employees 
of Streetvibes or the Homeless Coalition but a 
contract worker responsible for their own well¬ 
being and income. 

Distributors agree not to distribute additional 
goods or products when distributing Streetvibes. 

Distributors will not distribute Streetvibes or 
purchase Streetvibes under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol. 

There are no territories among distributors. 
However, distributors must respect the space 
of other distributors, particularly the space of 
distributors who have been at a spot longer. 

It is unacceptable for any distributor to 
persuade or ask customers not to purchase 
Streetvibes from other distributors. Coercion 
will not be tolerated. If a customer prefers to 
purchase from certain distributors that is up to 
them. 

Distributors will not deceive the public by 
saying they are collecting for a nonprofit 
charity or collecting for the “homeless" in 
general. Distributors will be honest in stating 
that all the profits from the sale of Streetvibes 
go to the distributor. Distributors will only use the 
word "donation” when referring to themselves, 
not the Coalition. 

There are special rules for distributing at 
Findlay Market. Only distributors with approval 
may distribute at Findlay Market at a time. 

Other rules as established by Streetvibes and 
Findlay Market. 

Distributors will attend monthly meetings. 

Monthly meetings occur every 4 weeks on 
Fridays at I PM, (dates are posted in the 
lobby) these meetings are mandatory. Anyone 
who cannot make the meeting must talk with 
the Distributor Program Coordinator, before 
distributing Streetvibes for that month. Ten 
papers will be given to those who attend the 
meeting. 

It is the responsibility of each distributor to 
police fellow distributors or former distributors. 
Distributors will report violators of the rules to 
the Homeless Coalition. The value of the paper 
depends on keeping it credible. 
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